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What is our Reading Spine? 
Our Reading Spine is list of standout books we believe children should be exposed to over 

and over again to help children develop their reading and writing, but most importantly, 

cultivate a love for reading! 

 

How do we select our Reading Spine books? 

We used Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine (the guru of Talk for Writing) as a base list of books. We then 

worked together as a teaching team to select key texts which we have used to successfully teach 

different key components of reading and writing. They may be fantastic at character descriptions, 

paint beautiful settings in our mind, support the development of expression, inspire our 

imaginations or are reads that we love and decided simply couldn’t be missed. 

 

How do we use the Reading Spine in school? 

Each classroom has a copy of our Book Spine texts and these are shared with the children 

throughout the year. When appropriate, we use books from our reading spine to support our 

writing lessons using a Talk for Writing approach, where imitation, innovation and invention 

allow children to develop their own writing styles. Extracts from texts are used to support the 

development of reading skills in whole class reading sessions and regular questioning used 

to allow children to develop a clear understanding of each story.  Each year, we revisit 

which spine books we use for writing based on the needs and interest of the classes. There 

are also copies of all of our spine books in the school library for children to enjoy. 

How can you use the Reading Spine? 

Use our Reading Spine as a handy guide of books to have at home. Share these regularly 

and enjoy them! As children get older, they will be able to read the books for themselves, 

but you reading to them and sharing your love of reading is just as important! Struggling 

with Christmas or Birthday ideas? Why not share this list with friends and family and ask 

them to buy a book from the list as a gift! 

 



 

 

 
The Flourish Federation 

Brookfield Junior School’s Reading Spine 
Year 3 Reading Spine 

 

  

 
The Battle or Bubble and Squeak  
Philippa Pearce 

Sid, Peggy and Amy adore the two gerbils, Bubble and Squeak, but their mother detests 

them. A major family battle results, and it's clear life is never going to be quite the same 

again. But after a near fatal encounter between Bubble and Ginger the cat, Mrs Sparrow 

begins to see that life with 2 gerbils might not be so bad after all 

 

 
Cat Tales Ice Cat 
Linda Newberry 

When Tom makes a cat of ice and snow, it comes to life at night: roaming the streets, prowling 

his dreams. What can it be looking for? 

 

 

 
The Abominable 
Eva Ibbotson 

When Agatha Farlingham is kidnapped by a yeti on a mountain in Tibet, she soon discovers that 

the hairy monster is clever and noble. His children are in danger from the modern world and he 

needs her help. She sends them on a top-secret journey to England and the safety of her 

ancestral home. But first she must teach them some manners. . .  

 
 
Hansel and Gretel 
Anthony Browne 

Hansel and Gretel is perhaps the darkest and greatest of the fairytales from the Brothers Grimm. 

This extraordinary book brings the classic childhood tale to a new generation courtesy of one of 

the world's greatest picture book artists, Anthony Browne. 

 

The Iron Man  
Ted Hughes 

The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. 

Where had he come from? Nobody knows. 

How was he made? Nobody knows. 

 

Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful destruction by the Iron Man and set a trap for him, but 

he cannot be kept down. Then, when a terrible monster from outer space threatens to lay waste 

to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way to save the world. 
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The Sheep-Pig 
Dick King-Smith 

'Why can't I learn to be a Sheep-Pig?' 

 

When Babe, the little orphaned piglet, is won at a fair by Farmer Hogget, he is adopted by Fly, 

the kind-hearted sheep-dog. Babe is determined to learn everything he can from Fly. He knows 

he can't be a sheep-dog. But maybe, just maybe, he might be a sheep-pig. 

 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 
C.S Lewis 

Four adventurous siblings―Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie― step through a wardrobe 
door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the 
White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great 
change . . . and a great sacrifice. 

 

Featherlight 
Peter Bunzl  

Deryn s father is the lighthouse keeper on Featherstone Island, keeping the lantern lit to protect 
passing boats from the treacherous rocky coastline. But when an emergency arises and her 
parents have to travel to the mainland for help, Deryn is left alone to keep watch over the 
lighthouse, and she finds herself in a terrible situation when the lamp runs out of oil during a wild 
storm. 

With a fishing boat in peril on the sea, and time running out to rescue those on board, Deryn 
seeks help from an unusual source. Will she be able to keep the lantern lit through the dark, dangerous night? 

 

Llama Out Loud 
Annabelle Sami 

Yasmin Shah is a ten-year-old girl who is part of a big, noisy family and doesn’t ever speak. Levi 
is a rude, sassy toy llama, who talks A LOT and has come to wreak havoc in Yasmin’s life. 

Yasmin tries everything she can to escape Levi, but she can’t help being dragged along on his 
crazy antics – and every day brings a new surprise, whether that’s an erupting bin, a flying tuna 
fish, or a hat made from knickers. Life is never boring with Levi around – and could it be that he 
has a secret plan to help Yasmin find her voice? 

 

My Dad’s a Birdman 
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David Almond 

A warm and wonderfully wacky tale told with heart and hope by the Carnegie award winning author 

David Almond. Lizzie and Dad live in a rainy town in the north of England. It's just the two of them, 

and Auntie Doreen, who pops round to check Lizzie's spellings and tell Dad he's daft – and make 

them nice hot dumplings. But today there's something unusual going on: why is Dad building himself 

a pair of wings and studying the birds to see how they fly? The Great Human Bird Competition of 

course!  

Nim’s Island 
Wendy Orr 

Nim lives on a beautiful island in the middle of the wide blue sea with her father, Jack, an iguana 

called Fred, a sea lion called Selkie and a turtle called Chica. But when Jack disappears and 

disaster threatens her home, Nim must be braver than she's ever been before. And she needs 

help from her friends . . .  

 
 

The Legend of Podkin One-Ear 
Kieran Larwood 

A thick white blanket covers the wide slopes of the band of hills known as the Razorback 

Downs . . . 

 

Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain. He knows that one day it will be up to him to lead his 

warren and guard it in times of danger. But for now, he's quite happy to laze around annoying 

his older sister Paz, and playing with his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin's home is brutally 

attacked, and the young rabbits are forced to flee. The terrifying Gorm are on the rampage, and 

no one and nowhere is safe. With danger all around them, Podkin must protect his family, uncover his destiny, 

and attempt to defeat the most horrifying enemy rabbitkind has ever known. 

 

 

The Wild Robot 
Peter Brown 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is alone on a remote, 

wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is - but she knows she 

needs to survive. After battling a fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realises 

that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from the island's 

unwelcoming animal inhabitants. As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel 

like home - until, one day, her mysterious past comes back to haunt her.  
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The Wild Way Home 
Sophie Kirtley 

When Charlie's longed-for brother is born with a serious heart condition, Charlie's world is turned 

upside down. Upset and afraid, Charlie flees the hospital and makes for the ancient forest on the 

edge of town. There Charlie finds a boy floating face-down in the stream, injured, but alive. But 

when Charlie sets off back to the hospital to fetch help, it seems the forest has changed. It's 

become a place as strange and wild as the boy dressed in deerskins. For Charlie has unwittingly fled into the 

Stone Age, with no way to help the boy or return to the present day. Or is there?  

 

 

Nen and the Lonely Fisherman 
Ian Eagleton 

Far out to sea and deep below the whispering waves lives a merman called Nen. 

Nen spends his days exploring his underwater kingdom, but something is missing: 

his heart is empty. So, Nen ventures to the forbidden world above and it is here that 

he meets Ernest, a lonely fisherman. But can two people from different worlds be together and what will happen 

when a terrifying storm gathers? A lyrical, beautiful celebration of love, acceptance and faith, with a gentle 

message about how we treat our oceans, and each other.  

 

The Boy who Grew Dragons 
Andy Shepherd 

When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at the bottom of his grandad's garden, he doesn't think 

much of it. But he takes the funny fruit from the tree back into the house - and gets the shock and 

delight of his life when a tiny dragon hatches! The tree is a dragonfruit tree, and Tomas has got his 

very own dragon, Flicker ... 

 

Tomas soon finds out that life with Flicker is great fun, but also very ... unpredictable. Yes, dragons are 

wonderful, but they also set fire to your toothbruth and leave your pants hanging from the TV aerial. Tomas has 

to learn how to look after Flicker - and quickly. And then something extraordinary happens - more dragonfruits 

appear on the tree. Tomas is officially growing dragons ...  

 

 
 

 

 


