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What is our Reading Spine? 
Our Reading Spine is list of standout books we believe children should be exposed to over 

and over again to help children develop their reading and writing, but most importantly, 

cultivate a love for reading! 

 

How do we select our Reading Spine books? 

We used Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine (the guru of Talk for Writing) as a base list of books. We then 

worked together as a teaching team to select key texts which we have used to successfully teach 

different key components of reading and writing. They may be fantastic at character descriptions, 

paint beautiful settings in our mind, support the development of expression, inspire our 

imaginations or are reads that we love and decided simply couldn’t be missed. 

 

How do we use the Reading Spine in school? 

Each classroom has a copy of our Book Spine texts and these are shared with the children 

throughout the year. When appropriate, we use books from our reading spine to support our 

writing lessons using a Talk for Writing approach, where imitation, innovation and invention 

allow children to develop their own writing styles. Extracts from texts are used to support the 

development of reading skills in whole class reading sessions and regular questioning used 

to allow children to develop a clear understanding of each story.  Each year, we revisit 

which spine books we use for writing based on the needs and interest of the classes. There 

are also copies of all of our spine books in the school library for children to enjoy. 

How can you use the Reading Spine? 

Use our Reading Spine as a handy guide of books to have at home. Share these regularly 

and enjoy them! As children get older, they will be able to read the books for themselves, 

but you reading to them and sharing your love of reading is just as important! Struggling 

with Christmas or Birthday ideas? Why not share this list with friends and family and ask 

them to buy a book from the list as a gift! 
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FArTHER  
Grahame Barker-Smith 

A young boy, bewitched by his father's unrelenting passion to fly; a desperate craving that 

absorbs his every waking minute, finds himself entranced by the dream. When his father goes 

to war and does not return it seems the spell is broken. 

 

Much later, the boy, now a young man finds himself drawn once more to his father's drawings and failed 

experiments. Finally able to make his father's dream a reality, he flies. Will his own son be visited by this 

unrelenting passion?  

 

 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase 
Joan Aiken 

1832 - a period of English History that never happened. Good King James III is on the 

throne and the country is ravaged by wolves which have migrated through the newly-

opened Channel Tunnel. When Sylvia and Bonnie (both orphans) fall into the hands of evil 

Miss Slighcarp, they must use all their wits to escape unscathed - for the governess is more 

cruel and merciless than the wolves that surround the great house of Willoughby Chase.  

 

 

Wolf Brother  
Michael Paver 

6,000 years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunters and gatherers. They know 

every tree and herb and they know how to survive in a world steeped in enchantment, 

menace, and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and malignant force conjures up a demon; a 

demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a ferocious bear; a demon so 

hungry for death that it slays everything it sees; a demon with the potential to destroy the world. Only Torak and 

his wolf companion can save the world.  
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Tom’s Midnight Garden 
Philippa Pearce 

When his brother catches measles, Tom is sent away for the summer to stay with his uncle and 

aunt and is thoroughly fed up about it. What a boring summer it's going to be. But then, lying in 

bed one night, he hears the old grandfather clock in the hall strike the very strange hour of 13 

o'clock. What can it mean? As Tom creeps downstairs and opens the door, he finds out...a 

magical garden, a new playmate, and the adventure of a lifetime  

 

The Midnight Fox 
Betsy Byars 

Tom, a town boy, is horrified when his parents tell him he has to stay on Aunt Millie's farm 

while they are away. He finds country life every bit as strange and uncomfortable as he 

feared. But soon, he discovers a rare black fox with green eyes, living with her cubs in the 

forest. Suddenly, the summer is full of excitement. That is, until Uncle Fred decides to go after 

the fox - will Tom save her and her family in time?  

 

Street Child 
Berlie Doherty 

The unforgettable tale of an orphan in Victorian London, based on the boy whose plight 
inspired Dr Barnardo to found his famous children’s homes. 

When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in London. He is sent to the workhouse but 
quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the streets of the city over the confines of the 
workhouse walls. 

Struggling to survive, Jim finally finds some friends… only to be snatched away and made to 
work for the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick, constantly guarded by his vicious dog, Snipe. 

Will Jim ever manage to be free? 

 

Varjax Paw 
S F Saif 

Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten. He lives high up in an old house on a hill. He's 

never left home, but then his grandfather tells him about the Way - a secret martial art for cats.  
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Asha & the Spirit Bird 
Jasbinder Bilan 

Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. Money is tight and she misses her papa who 
works in the city. When he suddenly stops sending his wa ges, a ruthless moneylender 
ransacks their home and her mother talks of leaving. 

From her den in the mango tree, Asha makes a pact with her best friend, Jeevan, to find her 
father and make things right. But the journey is dangerous: they must cross the world's 
highest mountains and face hunger, tiredness – even snow leopards. 

And yet, Asha has the unshakeable sense that the spirit bird of her grandmother – her nanijee – is watching over 
her ... 

 

 

The Week at World’s End 
Emma Carroll 

Nothing ever happens in World's End Close. So when Stevie discovers a runaway girl in her 

coal shed, the first thing she does is fetch her best friend, Ray. Both are dying for a bit of 

adventure, and when the girl begs for help, they readily agree. 

 

Yet they soon realise they've taken on more than they bargained for. The girl, Anna, reveals 

she's on the run from people who are trying to poison her. Meanwhile, on the news, the 

Americans and Russians are arguing over missiles in Cuba. 

 

As the threat of war grows, Anna's behaviour becomes more mysterious. And when Stevie unearths a dark 

family secret, she wonders if Anna has come to World's End Close on purpose, with a special message just for 

her . . .  

 

Freedom 
Catherine Johnson 

Nathaniel doesn't want to move to England with his master's family, leaving behind his mother 

and sister on the Jamaican plantation. But then he remembers what his mother told him: once 

a slave sets foot on English soil, they're free. Perhaps he can earn his fortune and buy his 

family's freedom, too. 
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Thief!  
Malorie Blackman 

You're the new girl in school. You're just trying to fit in - and it's not working. Then someone 
accuses you of theft, and you think things can't get any worse. Until you get caught in a freak 
storm . . . 

The next thing you know, you're in the future. Being shot at for being out after curfew. You 
don't even recognise your hometown. And you're heading for a confrontation from your worst 
nightmare. 

What if you could change the past to save the future? 

 

 

When the Sky Falls  
Phil Earle 

1941. War is raging. And one angry boy has been sent to the city, where bombers rule the 

skies. There, Joseph will live with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no fondness for children. Her 

only loves are the rundown zoo she owns and its mighty silverback gorilla, Adonis. As the 

weeks pass, bonds deepen and secrets are revealed, but if the bombers set Adonis 

rampaging free, will either of them be able to end the life of the one thing they truly love? 

 

Inspired by a true story.  

 

The Girl who Speaks Bear 
Sophie Anderson 

They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I was found - only a few people know 

about that. They call me Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong. 

 

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always wondered about where she is 

from. She tries to ignore the strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was 

as strong on the inside as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her house, looking 

for answers about who she really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever imagined begins: from icy rivers to 

smouldering mountains meeting an ever-growing herd of extraordinary friends along the way. 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events – The Bad Beginning 
Lemony Snicket 

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are charming, and 
resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. 

In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 
disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold porridge for breakfast.  
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Wonder 
R. J Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, 

playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary 

kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 

 

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his 

whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All 

he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like 

them, underneath it all?  

 

Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow 
Benjamin Dean 

Things aren't going great for Archie Albright. His dad's acting weird, his mum too, and all he 

wants is for everything to go back to normal, to three months before when his parents were 

happy and still lived together. When Archie sees a colourful, crumpled flyer fall out of Dad's 

pocket, he thinks he may have found the answer. Only problem? The answer might just lie 

at the end of the rainbow, an adventure away.  

 

Together with his best friends, Bell and Seb, Archie sets off on a heartwarming and 

unforgettable journey to try and fix his family, even if he has to break a few rules to do it...  

 


