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What is our Reading Spine? 
Our Reading Spine is list of standout books we believe children should be exposed to over 

and over again to help children develop their reading and writing, but most importantly, 

cultivate a love for reading! 

 

How do we select our Reading Spine books? 

We used Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine (the guru of Talk for Writing) as a base list of 

books. We then worked together as a teaching team to select key texts which we 

have used to successfully teach different key components of reading and writing. 

They may be fantastic at character descriptions, paint beautiful settings in our mind, 

support the development of expression, inspire our imaginations or are reads that we 

love and decided simply couldn’t be missed. 

How do we use the Reading Spine in school? 

Each classroom has a copy of our Book Spine texts and these are shared with the children 

throughout the year. When appropriate, we use books from our reading spine to support our 

writing lessons using a Talk for Writing approach, where imitation, innovation and invention 

allow children to develop their own writing styles. Extracts from texts are used to support the 

development of reading skills in whole class reading sessions and regular questioning used 

to allow children to develop a clear understanding of each story.  Each year, we revisit 

which spine books we use for writing based on the needs and interest of the classes. There 

are also copies of all of our spine books in the school library for children to enjoy. 

How can you use the Reading Spine? 

Use our Reading Spine as a handy guide of books to have at home. Share these regularly 

and enjoy them! As children get older, they will be able to read the books for themselves, 

but you reading to them and sharing your love of reading is just as important! Struggling 

with Christmas or Birthday ideas? Why not share this list with friends and family and ask 

them to buy a book from the list as a gift! 
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Fireweed 
Jill Paton Walsh 

Bill is a fifteen-year-old runaway evacuee, and he's finding that surviving on the streets of London 

is pretty easy, thank you very much. He's fed by a local cafe owner, he earns some cash as a 

barrow-boy in Covent Garden, and sleeping in the Underground air-raid shelters is cosy - if a bit 

smelly. Things get more complicated for Bill with the arrival of Julie. She's a runaway too, and 

although she's a bit posh, she's just as determined as Bill to stay free of interfering parents and 'the social'. But 

although it's fun for a while to duck Jerry missiles and camp out in bombed-out houses, the reality of living 

through the Blitz quickly begins to set in. Winter is coming, and Bill and Julie will discover that playing at being 

grown-ups can be a very dangerous game....  

 

Holes 
Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of justice sends him to 

Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is not 

surprised. Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot 

deep, reporting anything they find. Why? The evil warden claims that it's character building, but 

this is a lie. It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth.  

 

The Hobbit 
J. R. R Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from the comforts of 

home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his 

services – as a burglar – on a dangerous expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the 

dragon. Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again.  

 

The Arrival 
Shaun Tan 

A wordless journey: in this unusual book, we follow a young man as he packs his bags and leaves his family to 

go and start a new life in another country. We experience his journey, his struggles to communicate, find 

accommodation, a job and food, as well as following the stories of other immigrants. The story ends with his 

family joining him and a hopeful future ahead.  

 

Skellig 
David Almond 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, Michael's world seems 

suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle 

garage of his new home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a 

being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend Mina, Michael nourishes 

Skellig back to health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than 

he at first appears, and as he helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world 

changes for ever . . .  
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River Boy 
Tom Bowler 

Grandpa is dying. He can barely move his hands any more but, stubborn as ever, refuses to 

stay in hospital. He's determined to finish his last painting, River Boy, before he goes. 

 

At first Jess can't understand his refusal to let go, but then she too becomes involved in the 

mysterious painting. And when she meets the river boy himself, she finds she is suddenly 

caught up in a challenge of her own that she must complete - before it's too late . . .  

 

 

Clockwork or All Wound Up 
Phillip Pullman 

Tick, tick, tick, tock. Once you've wound some things up nothing can stop them . . . 

It  is a cold winter's night when Karl enters the White Horse Tavern looking like he's swallowed 

a thundercloud. His final task as a clockmaker apprentice is to make a new figure for the great 

clock of Glockenheim. He has not made the figure - or got any idea of what it could be, and the 

unveiling is tomorrow. 

Fritz is also in the tavern; there to read aloud his new spooky story. Like Karl, he hasn't finished. Well, he knows 

how the story starts and he knows it's called Clockwork - so, with the snow swirling down outside, he sets his 

story going and just has to hope that the ending will come to him as he tells it. 

Suddenly, Fritz's story and real-life merge in a completely sinister way - and just like clockwork it can't be 

stopped . . . 

 

 

Orphans of the Tide 
Struan Murray 

The City was built on a sharp mountain that jutted improbably from the sea, and the sea kept 

trying to claim it back. That grey morning, once the tide had retreated, a whale was found on a 

rooftop. 

When a mysterious boy washes in with the tide, the citizens believe he's the Enemy - the god 

who drowned the world - come again to cause untold chaos.  

Only Ellie, a fearless young inventor living in a workshop crammed with curiosities, believes 

he's innocent. 

But the Enemy can take possession of any human body and the ruthless Inquisition are determined to destroy it 

forever. 

To save the boy, Ellie must prove who he really is - even if that means revealing her own dangerous secret . . . 

 

 



 

 

 
The Flourish Federation 

Brookfield Junior School’s Reading Spine 
Year 6 Reading Spine 

 

  

 

Beyond the Bright Sea 
Lauren Wolk 

Crow has lived her whole life on a tiny, starkly beautiful island. Her only companions are Osh, 

the man who rescued her from a washed-up skiff as a baby and raised her, and Miss Maggie, 

their neighbour across the sandbar. But it is only when a mysterious fire appears across the 

water that an unspoken question of her own history forms in Crow's heart, and an 

unstoppable chain of events is triggered. Crow sets out to find her lost identity - and, 

ultimately, to learn what it means to be a family. 

 

Once 
Morris Gleitzman 

My name is Felix. This is my story. 

Felix has been living in an orphanage for three years and eight months when the men in 

armbands arrive to burn the books. 

Going on the run, in search of his parents, Felix soon learns that Poland in 1942 is not a safe 

place for Jewish boys. But can his gift for storytelling keep him one step ahead of the Nazis 

and help him find his parents? 

After all, everybody deserves to have something good in their life at least once. 

 

The Skylarks War 
Hilary McKay 

Clarry and her older brother Peter live for their summers in Cornwall, staying with their 

grandparents and running free with their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes each 

September – boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a boring life for Clarry at home with her 

absent father, as the shadow of a terrible war looms ever closer. 

When Rupert goes off to fight at the front, Clarry feels their skylark summers are finally slipping away from them. 

Can their family survive this fearful war? 

 

 

A Web of Air 
Philip Reeve 

T wo years ago, Fever Crumb escaped the war-torn city of London in a travelling theatre. 

Now she arrives in the extraordinary crater city of Mayda, where buildings ascend the cliffs on 
funicular rails, and a mysterious recluse is building a machine that can fly. Fever is the engineer 
he needs - but ruthless enemies will kill to possess their secrets. 
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When Secrets Set Sail 
Sita Brahmachari 

Usha is devastated when her grandmother Kali Ma passes away. Then straight-talking Imtiaz 

arrives - her new adoptive sister - and the two girls clash instantly. They both feel lost. That is 

until Kali Ma's ghost appears...with a task for them. 

Immy's and Usha's home is full of history and secrets. Many years ago it was The House of the 

Ayahs - for those who couldn't return to their Indian homeland - and Kali Ma made a promise 

she couldn't keep. She can't pass on to the other side until the girls fulfil it. 

Today, Usha and Immy's over-worked parents run the house as a home for refugees, but eviction threatens. The 

precious documents that could save them are lost. As the house slowly fills up with ghosts, that only Usha and 

Imtiaz can see, the girls realise they have more to save than just one grandmother's ghost. 

With help from their new friend Cosmo, Usha and Immy must set off on a quest through London, accompanied 

two bickering ghosts, working together to find a series of objects that shine a magical light on their family's past 

and hold the clues to securing their future.  

If they can set the secrets of generations free, will they be in time to save their home? 

 

Can You See Me? 
Libby Scott 

Tally is eleven years old and she's just like her friends. Well, sometimes she is. If she 
tries really hard to be. Because there's something that makes Tally not the same as her 
friends. Something she can't cover up, no matter how hard she tries: Tally is autistic. 

Tally's autism means there are things that bother her even though she wishes they didn't. It 
means that some people misunderstand, her and feel frustrated by her. 

People think that because Tally's autistic, she doesn't realise what they're thinking, but Tally 
sees and hears - and notices - all of it. 

And, honestly? That's not the easiest thing to live with. 

 

 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria 
Catherine Brunton 
Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in Britain with her mum and baby brother, seeking 

asylum from war in Syria. When Aya stumbles across a local ballet class, the formidable dance 

teacher spots her exceptional talent and believes that Aya has the potential to earn a 

prestigious ballet scholarship. But at the same time, Aya and her family must fight to be 

allowed to remain in the country, to make a home for themselves and to find Aya's father - 

separated from the rest of the family during the journey from Syria. With beautiful, captivating 

writing, wonderfully authentic ballet detail, and an important message championing the rights of 

refugees, this is classic storytelling - filled with warmth, hope and humanity.  
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The Girl of Ink and the Stars 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer father 
once mapped. 

When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. The world beyond the walls 
is a monster-filled wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire 
demon is stirring from its sleep. 

Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of 
her journey: to save the island itself. 

 

 

Haunting of Aveline Jones 
Phil Hickes 

Aveline Jones loves reading ghost stories, so a dreary half-term becomes much more exciting 

when she discovers a spooky old book. Not only are the stories spine-tingling, but it once 

belonged to Primrose Penberthy, who vanished mysteriously, never to be seen again. 

Intrigued, Aveline decides to investigate Primrose's disappearance. 

 

Now someone... or something, is stirring. And it is looking for Aveline.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


